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Salem, July 8, 1914 


Dear Mr, Wood: 


Early in May I mailed,- or I feel very sure I did,- 


a letter to you enclosing two accounts of Kamsden's and a check for the sum: 


due him on them. J am writing at the museum and have left my memorndum at 


the house and will add the details later, Now I may have done the same 


thing Ramsden did one time and misdirected the letter. I was writing him at 


the same time and there is a rempte possibility I directed the letter in- 
tended for you to him or to vapan. However, the check has not come back, 
It had not appeared in my June account and I thought perhaps you had got 
it. but not cashed it. Fut it has had time to return to me from the dead 
letter office and now firim Japan. Of course I can duplicate the check 


but the memoranda I can not duplicate although, of course, Ir. Ramsden 


has the bills and would know that the account settled them and that the coins 


I returned balanced the charges. I wrote him at the time and wrote you 
that I felt obliged to haul in a little until I know"where JI am at" in 


these days of uncertainty in investments. I am very lucky not to have had 


a cent in our B. & M. R.R. in which so many) New Englanders got caught,for 4 


have always suspected it to be unsafe and sold out all I had there by in- 
heritance, Also I have but a small amount in the New Haven, but there are 
several things going back on me and it is safest to stop until I adjust my 
matters. 1 have also been at considerable expense in house work here and 

now that my catalog is out and the collection and books may well wait fur- 
ther additions a while. Of course, I want to get any small things and 


a/ 
such as come out now nd then which may be harder to obtain later, but for 


the expensive things which seemed to be coming in pretty fast I feel obliged 


to wait. Another great piece of good fortune was that the great fire 


in Salem did not touch a single building of historic interest, a single in- 


stitution of historic or ecienticic character nor a single old type of res- 
idence of value architecturally. And yet it destroyed utterly about one 


fourth of the built up @rea of the city. It is hoped that it will be 
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rebuilt in better shape, A comission has been appointed to have full con- 
trol of these matters. I am 


Very truly Yours ~ 
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Salem, July 21, 1913. 


My dear Mr. Weed. 


Deubtless yeu think that I have utterly dis- 
appeared trem the face ef the earth. I came near it when I received 
your wedding cards and have enly just recovered sufficiently te cempese 
a preper letter ef best wishes for yeurself and Mrs. Wood. If the sun 
nad preceeded to rise in the west I could net have been more taken a- back 

fer I had no inkling ef the matter. Now I recall yeur letter this spr- 
ing you referred te Dr. ‘Marvin's death and said that yeu suppesed that | 
you were nearer te the family than anyene else. Of course I understand 
that new, but then it was only a matter ef intimacy which might ieccur 
te any ef us. Well I give you my sincerest congratulations and best 
wishes fer long and steady happiness. Do yeu realize that I have 
been married 43 years and have grandchildren ,- 8 ef them,- ene being 
17 years ela? I began pretty early. Mrs. Rebinsen was 19 and I was 23 
J sent you frem Besten on Saturday a very trifling trifle te remind Mrs. 
Weed that Salem still existed in the past if much Changed in the present,- 


a copy er "The heuse er seven gables". Cive it her with my sincere 
wishes fer Raat Wearorecnaniay and all else. When yeu get en this 
Way yeu must bring her te Salem and we will have a Salem day,-if she is 
interested in the eld times and I imagine frem asseciatien with her 
fathers werk she must be,-and we will ferget the Salem ef the present 
and loek at "witch pins", eld heuses, Institutes and museums and see Mre 
Rebinsen at lunch. Now fer the second part ef my letter. 

I am enclosing a bill-and check which nearly busted me-and yeu can 
see what I have got and return the rubbings later. They are a fine 
Lot. Ramsden writes that coins are scarce in China after the up- 
heaval and he sees ne prospect fer getting mere at present. I am get- 
ting on finely with my cateleg andi reve-it-Sit in a month. I am 
new at werk at the index. It makes a nice little article and I shall 
have a picture ef the cabinet and repreductions ef the portraits ef my 
father and mother yeu have seen in my library. Had yeu been near at 
hand I sheuld have bethered you again fer assistance in getting some 
netes to explain some ef the Mehammedan Le but as it is I guess they 

Whe wwr—u7r yg 


will ge all right. I get naarly all I took netes from the day I was in 


Brookline 


ee 


- When the paper is a little farther along 5 want you te ‘give 


of seme numisia tic haag! abcd at E ought te send copies tie 


_ minute if anything turns up e shall #rite you again. Fer new’ 


me, Sincerely Yours 
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Salem, Sept 29, 1914 
F My dear Mr. Wood: 

It is a long time since I have conmunicated 
with you in any way and I hope that you will not think I have forsotten 


you entirely or that Fnave- business matter unsettled with Vr. Ramsden 


; 
f Ps) AAAAlh— 


for which you are in a way responsible, That check has never turned up 
and a recent letter from Ramsden shows that T had not by mistake sent ie 
to him directly. I shall now stop the check of May 6 for $24. and start 
again to settle the account to date. Since the last time I wrote you T 
have had from Mr. Ramsden three smail invoices. Some Turkestan-Chinese 
coins, some iron Chinese coins and some paper money ot recent date. 

Singukariy enough, he sent the Turkestan lot practically duplicate 
of the lot previously takeh I have found two I wanted and of the iron 
coins I did not want but nine. I took all of the few paper pieces sent. 
T will enclose an account and at the same time write Ramsden about|the 
case and also regarfing rubbings ef any quantity of »walay series of s 
coins he wants to use in the study he is making of the subject. I can't 
think they would be of any use to him and so I shall select such as are 
less common and perhaps send him some originals of the plantation tokens 
which he specially asks for. 

Matters have quieted down since the grenxt fire and the center of the 
town is normal in every way. Some building is going on but not very much 
as yet. ‘The large factory (cotton) will be built up at once. 

I saw a nice notice of the exhibition at N.Y. Winter is approach- 
ing to my regret and the frost killed off some of the things in my gar- 
den last night. Hoping that you are well I am 

Very Truly Yours 


byte. -” XN “i 
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Salem, July 21, 19135. 
My dear Mr. Wood. 

Deubtless yeu think that I have utterly dis- 
appeared trem the face ef the earth. I came near it when I received 
your wedding cards and have enly just recovered sufficiently te cempese 
a preper letter ef best wishes fer yeurself and Mrs. Wood. If the sun 
nad preceeded te rise in the west I could net have been more taken a-bac 

fer I had no inkling of the matter. Now I recall yeur letter this spr- 
ing you referred te Dr. Marvin's death and said that yeu suppesed that 
you were nearer te the family than anyene else. Of course I understand 


that new, but then it was enly a matter ef intimacy which might ieccur 


te any ef us. Well I give you my sincerest congratulations and best 
wishes fer long and steady happiness. Do yeu realize that I have 


been married 45 years and have grandchildren ,- 8 ef them,- ene being 

17 years o1c4 I began pretty early. Mrs. Rebinsen was 19 and I was 2&8 
I sent you from Bosten on Saturday a very trifline trifle te remind Mrs. 
Weod that Salem still existed in the past if much changed in the present,- 
a copy ef "The house ef seven gables". Cive it her with my sincere 
wishes fer Tera thee meres and all else. When yeu get on this 
Way yeu must bring her te Salem and we will have a Salem day,ekif she is 
interested in the eld times and I imagine from asseciatien with her 
fathers werk she must be,-and we will ferget the Salem ef the present 

and loek at "witch pins", eld houses, Institutes and museums and see Mrs 


Rebinsen at lunch. Now fer the second part eof my letter. 


—— 
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I am enclosing a bill,and check which nearly busted mé-and yeu can 
See what I have got and return the rubbings later. They are a fine 
lot. Ramsden writes that ceins are scarce in Chine after the up- 


heaval and he sees ne prospect for getting mere at present. IT am get- 
& & 


4 


ting on finely with 


My dear Mr. Wood: 

Your kind suggestion regarding the paper on Chinese 
paper money by ir. Davis came the same day that the paper itself came to the 
Essex Institute. I have read i¢ carelessly but do not exactly see why he 
went in to the subject as he did. However it is a finely illustrated ar- 
ticle: | 

Do you know I had not seen the death of Ramsden and the Numismatist 
with the notices was on the table with my mail that brought your letter. 
It is too bad and the opportunity to have a thoroughly exhaustive account 
of early Chinese coins by an authority has gone with him. I have, of 
course, no knowledge of his death. I have not haé a letter from him for 
about a year and nothing from the firm. I was intending to write him a 
friendly letter but it has been postponed from month to month. If you get 
any particulars kindly let me know about it. I am 


Sincerely Yours 
oP, 

Viet 
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salem, Uctober 9, 1915 


Es y cyt | 
de SN en, JOHN ROBINSON a 4 
SS ad 18 SUMMER STREET 
\y (PERMANENT ADDRESS) 
px . SALEM, MASS. 7 


ADVI LAG a7 | see og 

My dear Kr. Wood: ta | Ps ford 
I have not heard directly from you for a tone - 

and now $ have the check to break silence with a favor to ask, can y 


me the probable figure at which the set of Numismatist will sell for a f 


the set of Spink, in Iow's sale of April 18 in New York? aa “a 
The Nurismatist is to be sold as 29 volumes, 18 vols bound, 11 unvor 


Spink sells as 23 volumes, 13 bound, 10 unbound. 1 want to complete theperay 
Safa haa. >. \ : 

sets but only need the first few vols of the Numismatish. of Spink I need ome 
more . Ny idea was to buy the lots if I could at a fair figure and sella thea 
‘ - eis 


onés i don't want again. What should you advise? They are lote 508 and 


S46 


516 of Low's sale catalog. 


Another matter. A man who seems to be getting togetuer everything in 


. dig 
the way of Oriental coin books wrote the Institute for permission to Bui: 


ve 
Tos 


the Ramsden letters copied and he is to have it done and the rubbings ee . 


i 
duced by the ate something aad It will eee See quite a penny and hae 


eee ass Ts wt por 7A y a sy. 
had a carbon Cony made at the sanie ey, wid gl eae oe be about Tapeae — 
150 pages of type written manuscript. The letters are valuable as the only . 


thing I know where Rams ‘den has made a detailed account of the ancient eas NG 
amd hig Vitw? ws facyupert - aa) 


nece acter, 1 have added many Iacouperie illustrations copied from his. wor 
'£ your society would like the a volume I shall be_happy to give ae 


shash han ag sof awcerglhe ) ark aA 
to you with the Se ee ee odéed of course, Possiblg you may have all + 


the matter in other form from him but 1 imagine not, —. . | = 


I seem by the Numismatist from time to time that you are ane the | 
Orient 


Bat: 


als and that the institution has the world's vest collection. | le bi 


eee 


4 at 
» ae " i. * 


gratulate you and the Society both. I am 


oS). We. John Hobinson, e Wee tsa aly ese 


18. Sumner Street, Pe Saki art a. RT ae 
onal, Mase. pera ae Se eae. Btn te ke Sr ty 


eae Sina ; 7 ° tebe : & AE os 
ae My dear Me. Robinson: - } in aha 
Sessa os, % eae | Ng nee tae 
ee ds & ek been in my wind to write you for. | some : een but. Fone 
ae obs ahead of mee It certainly has been a long time since we hayes at 
_ corresponded. The fact of the matter is that with the Rameden- pe Sa 
Collection, and just a. few days ago the Durkee Colleation 9 eg ae 
_ Oriental coins coming in tous, I have been’ simply swamped. To 

faeces a long story short, Ramaden, in his will, left his collection 

. for me to sell, ‘If I was not. lable to find. a’ purchaser, and by the 
time his son reached hwenty -one years of age and showed no incli 
s ‘tion to carry on his father's work, the collcction was to go to: 
ita - British Museum. Mr. Reilly Has bought the Rameden Collection, an 


e< that collection together with Mr. Reilly's otm personal collectio 
wh $a : is installed here in the building, although it is atili the prop- 
erty of Mr. Reilly. Sometime I want you to look this over at your 
ee oa leisure. It will be a month or so before we. eee it wholly unpacke 


vs Ne and in a preasnrnbie condition. ; ae 
S ee other mattex that you mention interests us very “much. Mr. 
+ ee Reilly has been intending to write to you to see if he could get ie 
oe the loan of itr. Ramsden's letters in order to have copies made of = 
oe “them, as he is Setting hold of everything he can of Ramsden’s, there= 
ss fore, your offer is most acceptable, and the Society will be much, 
re pleased to have you turn over the copy that you speak about. I am hee 
Rae ss sy also very much interested to know who is the other person who is ae 
| see desirous of getting everything together in the way of Oriental Sonn ae 
be 3. books, and if it is not a breach of confidence I would appreciate it) 
if you cotild let me know, because we are undoubtedly going to push 
_ the Oriental end to the limit, and there is no reason why we can not 
rie nat hahah + rit ote mysterious strangers 


“It de hava: La say just what that set of Numismatists will brings — 
The earay eo eee are rare, | that is Ra first four volumes. Most of © 


fe. oh 


the. volumes since these can still be bought of the ‘publisher.. I 
should say a set would bring from a $1.00 to “1.50 a volume. The 
same with Spink, although they were issued at 60¢ a year, there \ 
are certain volumes that are very rare, and they are in fair demand q 
in this country. If you bid a dollar, I doubt if you would get 

them. If you bid a dollar and a half, the probabilities are you 

might, but I can not say. 


I trust you are well, and hoping to see you soon, I remain, 


Yours very truly, 


j 


} 
| 


sy 
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April 23, 1917. 


Mr. John Robinson 
18 Sumner Street, 
Salem, Mass» * 


a“ 


rena Eo Robinsont~ 
Your favor at hand and we are more than ever 
dnterdated in who the man in Cleveland is who is so interested 


in Ghinese books. We undoubtedly can help him out and at least 
cooperate with him a little on as we wll have by fall, all of 


Ramgden's library. 
| In Ramsdents collection there were between 


f 
i 


Jan and 1400 Stemevesporeeiadn tokens, and in a collection 
fe received the other day which formerly belonged to a Mir. 
/Purkee, there are from 1200 to 1400 porcelain pieces. In 
/ Lobking over thein casually we note that although the two 


collections duplicate one another, quite largely we can add 


between thirty-and forty percent new varities, 
Tanking you again for the promise of a 


copy of Ramaden' S letters, I remsin; 
Yours very truly, 


Mr. John Robinson | ‘ i Paupenic, hae 
14 Summer Street, fh Bae SN, aeaee nt ea sete 
, .. Salem, Mass: oem Ga he 
Dear Mr. Robinson: = . Pl Oe ae 
7 | Your letter and ‘book came to hand to-day eke 
and I am making ‘haste to write you, beth ‘to asknowledge thesia) 
receipt of your gift and to state my appreciation. \ ete ay 
. ‘I never dreamt that it vould be gotten. 
dut in any geek fine “orm as it is done. “Te have been talkin 
here of doing the game to Mr. Ramtdents Letters to: Reilly and | 
mygel®. Unforhunately I have not alyays Kent, ‘the rubbings ie 
aocompanying the letters, ‘and some of the letters I have cut . 
up, ete., but eventually I think ve can cet. torether- sufficient 7 
to make a considerable addition to the history of Chinese numn 
dismatics. As you aay, there is loads of certinent. material 
in these letters that cannot be found anyvheres else, and there 
is an atmosphere that one cannot find in manuscript made foxes 
publication. As yet, I have but glanced through: two or three 
of the letters. The day of | ae = 
, The day of buying coins cheap én the. ‘Far, Eas 
Rast is over. In China there are a great many, scholarly and. 
rich Chinese who are paying big prices for rare coins, and in 
Japan the war has made a great many people wealthy and they . ‘i 
‘are paying terrific prices right now for what a few years ago 
could be bought aheap. - Nevertheltss, as China is being opens 
up more and more, especially in new localities, many greut f.<. 
rarities and nev nieces are coming to life, and with the ~ 
scientific anrkabBibhbhéhtnénese have been doing in archae= 
Ology,of late years, the true history of Chinese numismatics 
from our standpoint is but in its infancy. From ‘everything’ 
that I can gleam, we have more genuine antique. pieces in th: 
country than in Furope. The museums there are filled. 
fakes. We are hoping to get Ramsden's books by ‘Fall. 
Again thanking you for your kit 
Yours ert! ‘sincerely, — 


Eh oe 
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Epwarp S. Mors, Director SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U.S, A. 5 iy 

Lawrences W. Jenkins, Assistant Director FounpED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED By East INDIA 5 i « £ 
LAF 


MARINE SOCIETY IN 1799). 3 a 
Joun Rosrnson, In charge of Marine Room ay 
LAWRENCE W. Jenkins, Curator of Ethnology < 
Avsert P. Morsg, Curator of Natural History 


August 14, 1919 
My dear Mr. Wood: 

I am sending you by separate post the"Emilio collection of 
Buttons" published by the Essex Institute as a special publication. It is 


sold at $3. end if this strikes you more than it is worth to_the Am.Numis. 


UT. yen LOALOHAA & bacon 
Soc. put it up as a gift from me. The plates cover, some 200 of the buttons 


in the collection which is mounted in swinging franes in the exhibition hall. 
I see that it is said to be the lergest single collection of military buttons 
anywhere, I had a great time hunting up ,the Li Hung Chang medal. I was 
sure I remembered it but it nad been placed sia out of sight at the 
time some changes were Heo in the Chines@ exnibit a¢ Wards souvenirs I 
also felt poet ae okt have much to do with Ward. It seems that a 
occasione 
medal was made in Hamburg in 1896 on athe visit of Li to that city. Li was 
in New York later and gave it to Miss Flizabeth C. Ward, Frederick Townsend 
Ward's sister. I suppose Li was presented to her as such. The rubbings 
I send are not very good but you will get the whole out of the various papers, 
I was thinking as I worked over the coins to day of the great changes 
of the past few years. My collection of coins and the books and the catalog 
itself would probably never have come to be what they all are if I had waited 
until 1917 or 1918 to accomplihs the results. Mr. Ramsden is dead, You are 
in New York. Mr. Dow is in Boston having resigned at the Institute a year ag 
and I alone remain in the old spot, but not feeling so active as formerly. 
I incline to take things slowly and get tired in a half-day's work when IL 
always could pitch-in for days and days together. I simply abhor growing 
old. My tastes and feelings are just as when 40 and I see no fim in the 
contemporaries around me. Younger people are the only ones worth while. 
ies With kind regards I am J 


Sincerely Yours Pat OWA 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S. A. 
Epwarp S. Morss, Director 


LAWRENCE W. JENKINS, Assistant Director FouNDED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED BY Easr INDIA 


MARINE SOCIETY IN 1799). 


Joun Rosryson, In charge of Marine Room 
Lawrence W. Jenkins, Curator of Ethnology 
Apert P. Morse, Curator of Natural History 


hori. see 
Dear ir. Wood: 
T had a note from lr. Noe the other day regarding an inquiry 

about an old button from a lady in Vermont and took it to the Institute to 

7 } 
the secretary and curator to see if it could be peek weer et I do not know 
whether or not it was as the answer woyld be sent to the Vermont party in an 
enclosed directed envelope. It seemed to me to be an interesting button and 
the thread the owner spoke about is evidently a piece of cat gut on the 
wooden back and indicates an old piece of work. I hope the Institute 
could attribute it. i guess it ls before isis. 

But the question I want to ask personally is,- what is the coin or 
jeton a man brought in here the last week. It was thin, about the size of 
an old five dollar gold piece, made of base metal and nad the liberty head 
of the dime of similar date, 1803, and remerse like it also. It had"KETTLE” 
at tne right of the bust. Was I right in telling him it was a jeton? 

How have you stood the winter, a horribly hard one? I pulled thru but 
feel tired and am growing old I fear and not inclined to do as much as for- 
merly altho my nead seems quite as active. I am at the hand-book of our 
Marine Room coilections and it will be pbinted in the fall I suppose. An 
illustrated account of our marine collections and all about Shipping in Salem 


With kind regards I am 


Sincerely Yours St? Tf 
‘4 { f fh Mr 
x Se 4 ued A__e 
Nae 


we 


April 20th, 1920. 


Mx. John Robinson, 
18 Summer Street, 


Dear Mir, Robinson:- 


I am very glad to hear from you again despite the very 
hard winter we have just gone through. We in New York did 
not have as bad as they did in New England but it was bad 
enough here. 


I am going to take a six months! leave and 40 to 
England and Trance, and if nothing happens will sail a 
week from today. I will be most of the time in London 
catia dang and having a good time. 


The piece you speak about I am familiar with, but it 
has never been absolutely settled just what it was intend- 
ed fore It is, without doubt, a card counter made in Han- 
iand by a man named Kettle. It comes in tvo or three sizes. 
They are quite comnon and the number made must have been 
large, therefore you are right in telling him it was a jeton, 
though in this case I prefer to call it a counter. 


I made a short run to Boston the other day, but did not 
have leng enough time-to come up to Salem. I am hoping to 
have some vacation left when I get back, and it is my plan 
in Spptember-or October to spend some little time in Boston 
and vicinity. 


t remain,* 


Yours very truly, 


| 
a al 
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November 22nd, 1920. 


Mx. John Robinson, 
18 Summer Street, 
Salem, Mass. 


My dear Mr. Robinsonie, _ 


There has recently come into this country two large . 
50 tael pieces in gold struck in 1869. Until these 
appeared I had never heard of anything like ‘them. I am 
encloding a photograph of one which will give you some 
idea of what it looks like although it happened to be 
accidentally printed over home other coins. Did you 
ever hear of this, or do you know anything about it, 
why it was issued, &¢, or do you know wnat happened in 
China in 1869 to cause its \issue. It probably is a | 
comnemorative or presentation issue. 


i trust you are well. I am hoping to be in Boston 
for a week or so a iittle later on, and would very 
much like to come out to see you. | 


. Very truly yours, | 


Curator ‘ 


Epwarop S. Morsg, Director 
LAWRENCE W, JENKINS, Assistant Director 


Joun Rosinson, In charge of Marine Room 
Lawrence W. Jenkins, Curator of Ethnology 
Avperr P. Morsg, Curator of Natural History 


Dear Mr. Wood 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S. A. 


FouNDED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED BY EAsT INDIA 
MARINE SOCIETY IN 1799). 


May 26, 1921 


I am enclosing a queer thing which was dug up in 


Beverly this spring and which a girl brought into the mseum this. 


week. I do not know whether or not it is s coin even. What 


do you think it is and is the marking on it an inscription? It 


is broken into several pieces but may be put together easily. 


Any suggestions you have t o offer will be gladly received. 


I see occasional reports of your doings in N.Y. in the re- 


ports in the Numismatist. Hope you are well. IT am 


Sincerely Yours /) 


“4 , 


Hay 26th, 1022. 


ir. John Robinson, | 
e/o Peabedy Museum, 
Saiem, liase. 


ly dear Mr. Robinsonie- 


oe { was most glad to hear from you and feel somewhat 
genséiousestricken that I have not written more than I~ 
nave sinos my Llittas trip to Salem. Since I got back 
to New York ZI have been kept constantiy on the jump. 

Z hove examined the "queer thing”, and I ean not 
make up ry mind that it is old. It looks to me as if 
it was made by the clectrolysia process, that is, a cop- 
per deposit on a wax monjd. What it is and what 3t waa- 
intended for is beyond my compyehengion. 

Teusting you ave well, I remain, 


Very truly youre, — 


S&S Geeher. 


Epwarp S. Morss, Director 
LAWRENCE W. JENKINS, Assistant Director 


Joxun Rosinson, In charge of Marine Room 
Lawrence W, Jenkins, Curator of Ethnology 
Avpert P. Morse, Curator of Natural History 


My dear Mr. Wood: 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S, A. 


FounvED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED BY East Inpia 
MARINe Sociery IN 1799). 


November 19, 1921 


My son-in-law, Richard w#heatland, who you met at 


N.Y. the day we called on you some years ago, has been abroad and 


f 
in answer to a ratherjoking suggestion of mine taken seriously, 


brought back for the museum the fine astrolabe a photo of which 


I am sending you hoping you may be able to tell me whether or not 


any of the visible inscriptions give a name or date or other hint 


as to age or maker. 


Of course I can not make anything out of 


it. The dealer from whom it came knew nothing about it. They 


were devised by the arabian astronomers as early as 700 A.D. and 


adapted for sea service to get the time and latiture about 1480. 


Columbus is supposed to have had one and they were used as late 


as 1670-1700 they are the ancestorsof the quadrant and sextant. 


Any hints you may be able to offer or suggestions as to anyone 


who may know something about it will be gladly received and with 


many thanks, but do not put yourself to much trouble about it. 


I recognised out portraits in the magazine, standpdng on the M.F.A. 


steps with the co-numismatists. | am 


Sincerely Yours 
ig Ay _ eee, 
YOU (OUH4d F A _ 
“a ae P % 
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a eee | Dear ae. ‘Robinaonse Sas ve | 
a 4 \ ry oa 
Seon ae Your setter: of: the 19th and eecegs st. 
se ie ~ gegekved.. I ean not sea mmything on she et 
eS Ae gan that would give any clue ms to whe | 
_. -- where the netrolabe wes | nothing, 
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PEABODY MUSEUM 
Woes sMonamDivecton SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S. A. 
LAWRENCE W, Jenkins, Assistant Director FouNDED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED By EAst INDIA 
MARINE SOCIETY IN 1799). 


Joun Rosinson, In charge of Marine Room 
LAWRENCE W. JENnKINs, Curator of Ethnology 
Apert P. Morss, Curator of Natural History 


January 4, 1922 

Dear Mr. Wood 

Can you without thouble tell me what the inscrip- 
tion the enclosed rubbing is? I take the thing to be a 
very modern imitation of an ancient token of some sort 
and quite likely a fake,not even an imitetion,- hardly a 
temple medal I suppose. I was sent a friend here from a 
correspondent in China. I do not find anything just like 
in in -ny book at hand. Don't bother over it. 

If you had the awful cold snap we did Monday yo msy be 
too frozen up to care to look up coins. I am just thawing 
out. Many returns of Happy New Years 

Sincerely Yours 


as 


aa 


January 7th, 1922 


Jonn Robinson, Esqe 
Peabody ‘“useum 
‘Salem, “358-6 3 / 
Dear lire Xobinsons 
_ We have three of those coins of which you 
sent mm rubbings, ail of which sre. .fakes. If 


have tried to make. out the inscription - 


i make the first character CH'L, meaning 


growing rica or leval- fies ap ash cou 
she second charseter i cannot make out. 
The third character ig KUNG - just -or public. 
The fourth character. is probably TURKG = Hest, . 
put. i can get no sense out of any of this. bs 


I never saw any old coin like this, and I-very | 


mach doubt if any existed, it has no resemblance to 
any known @orns. . -- ~ . | 


easy Very truly yours, 


j/ ~ 


Curator 


W/E 7 y: 


Salem, January 12, 1922 
Dear Mr. Wood 
I thank you very much for the trouble you took'to answer my query 
as to the nature of the fake Chinese coin. It settles ERS * which seemed 
important to the owner and he is greatly »oleased. 

I enclose a clipping from fihy Transcript regarding the new dollar. “rom 
this I fear it is another of the awful things the U.S. get out. There are 
altogether too ment inscriptions to: go on our coins any way and the govern- 
ment artists (?) are not such as I should leaYe art matters to decide for me, 

Istthere any work now to take the place of the o1d Scott catalogs? I 
have many persons coming in at the museum to ask about coin prices and to get 
me to look over lots of odd coins and sometimes there are things which I want 
to look up. I keep the old Scott catalogs on hand and a few moderm dealers 

dreQeve! bats) 
lists but they are not very satisfactory. Should you know of an$thing please 
let me know, but if there is nothing new don't bother to answer. 
I am 
very truly Yours: 


—— 
~ 


‘ | January 16th, 1922 


John Bornean. ES Qe 
Salem, Mass. 


Dear Nr. Robinsenn 
The new dollar is not as.bad as the papers \ 


make out. .I1% might be better, but when people 
get used to it I think they will rather like it. 


Over a million were struck in 1921; and many-mil+ | 


lions will be struck this year, and vorobably other 
years. ie 


“There is no new work that takes the place: of 
the old Scott catalogues., It. is a nity but no one 
seems anxious to tackle such a things; and 1 am in- 
clined to think that it would be a losing venture 
- if anyone did. Tee 
! 

Yery truly yours, 


Curator - 


4 


John tobinson, Usaqe 
18 Su mer “treet | ‘ 
Salem, Wasse’ 


Dear ftir. Rovinson: 


In case you have not received one of 


the enclosed from “Vr. Ros, I am herewith 


sending you a cony of the monograph by him 
with his compliments. 


Very truly yours, 


Sy Curator 
HW /E 


Maron 18th, 1922 


JOHN ROBINSON 


18 SUMMER STREET 
(PERMANENT ADDRESS) 


SALEM, MASS, 


Dear Mr. Wood; 

I am very much obliged for the little brochure 
of Mr. Ros and am impressed with the knowledge shown in 
various languages and the finality such papers set upon 
the subject treated. I had not seen it. I wonder if he 
has had my catalog? If not I should like to send him a 
copy if you think he would care for it. I still have 
guite a number left over 30 I shguld think and should be 
glad to put them in good hands or libraries, so if you 
have any suggestion to make regarding their é@isposal Il 
shall be glad. I am 


Sincerely Yours 


—_— 
| Cae 
P rn ‘ ry ) ! 
nb, /lebrngov | 
Ke ee" U L iM\_A— wf \ - i nee —— 
f \ 
f v 


\ 


Mafch 20, 1922 / 2 


2 . Fe ae) March 2lst, 1922 es 

a John Bonineon, 3 Baqe : ; : 

: ‘18 Summer Street 

7 seanaee’ Masses. ss mee : | 

Dear itr. Robinson: : Coe ere ue 
- ™“X gould not say whether la. Ros has one of © as 
your catalogues or not. ‘\Jhy not send him one? Se ic 

fhe only others 1 can think of to whom che night ELA baa 

send &@ copy are - es ~ | ee 


: m/e oe : —o a a : uv 


ay ‘Mey Robert Robert son, 140 55rd Street, Brooklyn, Mee oe 
= Bitte AettsPracy | foodwrard , Chinese 2,0.Box 80, ‘Shanghai, Cie 


i was yoaaliy astoni shed at the knowledre nd F ea ae ay See 
scholarship bbe ean oy iy, Ros in*his mono- a Se 
raph. p ? Samet *- | : pe ts oo, ¢ 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 


4 
- 
~ = Ps 
A ) \ P 
-— — I oe 
y ~ } . 
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March 30th, 192 


John Robinson, Esa. 
14 Summer vtreet ; 1 
Salem, Mass. > 


Dear Me. HKobinson: 


1 forgot to mention in my letter to you 
the other day that Mr. John LeBlanc (94 Paor- 
mont Street, Dorchester, Mass.) is a very en- 
thusiastic collector of out-of-the-way coins,. 
and 1 think that he would anpreciate very much 
@ sopy of your Oriental “waismatics. 


Very truly yours, 


Curator 
HW /E : 


PEABODY MUSEUM 
iwc nn SaMonset Direcioe SALEM, MASSACHUSETTS, U. S., A. 


LAWRENCE W, JENKINS, Assistant Director FounpDED, 1867 (MUSEUM ESTABLISHED By East INDIA 
MARINE SOCIETY IN 1799). 


Joun Rosinson, In charge of Marine Room 
LAwreENcE W. Jenkins, Curator of Ethnology 
ALBERT P, Morss, Curator of Natural History 


May 16, 1922 
Dear lr. Wood: 

Among the weapons from the Zast recently given 
the Peabody Miseum, this Chinese object came. The descrip- 
tion on the tracing tells all we know about it. It is not 
very old if you may judge by appearances altho not new, and 
not rough like the fake coin and medal cast copies one meets 
continually. JI wondered if by any chance it could be one 
of those odd things like the knife coin prototypes which 
Ramsden thought so much of and sent me a specimen. Fave 
you any idea about it and can it be the copy of an old medal, 
Any information will be most welcome. 

The opening season is delightful after winter and I do 
not remember a spring when the bids and flowers have been more 
beautiful. perhaps you have taken a run into the country from 
New York to enjoy them. T am 


Very Truly Yours 
Pah Nbedle > 


& 
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John Robinson, BSQo 


Peabody Luseum 
» Salem, Masse 


Dear bir. Hobinson: 


= 


‘May 'L?th, 1922 


I have seen several spearpointe Of which 


you sent a rubbing. 1 think unier the circum 
stances they coulda not be called Coins, but I 
. believe they go under the name of Ceremonial °’. 


pieces. | i have seen both olu ones and very 


beautifully MaG@, and pati 


She Spring is really 


2] ated Wor n OnGBe 


im thins they also come in jaue. *his is really 
all I know about thom. 


wad Wed 


turning out to be most 


delightful, amd naturally one tries to get out 


into the open as moh as possible. I plan to be 
away moat of the summer. 
Boston revains to be seen. 


«nether I will get up to 


i shall wake a point of looking you um. 


PLease remember me to lirs. Robinson, 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 


If 1 am able to ao so,: 


fa pone Kesh, om Ulf 


es Suuil- a Yee 
6 ZF haw ou) 5 Oe 
Ve“ Hee | tart he a tle wed 
wife i eft et tbh a 
Ay heefotr Ks a 
SOG a Grete hh Maley 
any ime ot v7 AS 

of hwy ye (Ae- fe Cbteti” 


CHYVEY _-—— 


aut hifi’ fae | VA the Eth > 


October loth, 1922 


John Robinson, Bsa. 
Sumter “treet 
Salem, Masse . iy 


Dear kr. Robinsons a 

Many thanks for the Hebrew nickle ‘as it is 
called). Ve have one or two of these but we have 
none like that you have sent, and we are very glad nC 
to add this to our collection, 


shese coins are very cleverly made. it is done 
by cutting some of the back ground and using as magh \ 
of theteabwhes of the indian as possible. There 
is, avparently, sufficient metal in the hair at the 
top of the head to ba able to engreve the rim of the 
derby. Jugravers are akilful in being able to : oush 
up some of the metal go that it does not show. 


L am sorry that you aré@ re shaky, and trust — 
that you will outerow it. . 


uy 


Very truly yours, 


4 


Curat or” 


PEABODY MUSEUM 


SALEM, MASS., U.S. A. 


Rahal 
1;= 


Dear Mr..Wood: 
I ami Sending you'Some Gloucester 300th 
annuversary souvenir"coins” as they call 
down there. 


Sincerely Yours 


8/30/28 Sh OS 
és ie 


them 


Mir r 


Broadway & 156th St. 


Am. Numis. Soc. New York City 


- 


MON: REP:VALLESIR 


sf 


xs, a ee * 1626 


GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 


119 WEST 40TH ST., 
NEW YORK CITY 


Dear Reader: 


Wouldn't you be woefully disappointed if Uncle Sam's mails failed to de-= 
liver to you the valuable gift a friend had promised you? That very disap- 
pointment is quite likely to come to you now unless you mail the enclosed 
card immediately before you forget it. Because if you don't you will prob- 
ably never receive the priceless gift Good Housekeeping has for you. 


OS 


Every request to purchase this splendid book has been refused = and we have 

many such requests every day. So you will appreciate fully the extraordinary 
offer we are making you now. It is to GIVE you a copy of the New Recipe Book 
So that you may see for yourself the amount of time and money Good Housekeep- 


Muguet Slst, 1923. 


= Ge As? Dy ree Neat 
iiay tharks for the Gloucester RonVEnI= 
Goins. They came tp hand this morning. 


| r trust you have had a pleasant summer, 
and hope the coming winter will not be too Gold. 


‘I see no immediate prospects of my 
getting up to New fngiend. 


| Believe me | 


Very sincerely yours, 


ii. John Robinson, 
18 Sumer Street, 
Saiem, Mass. 


September 14th, 1923. 


Me. John Rebinson, 
18 Sumner Street, 
Salem, Mass. 
Dear Me. Robinson: 
The coin you write about is 
| presumably a half-batzen of the Canton 
of Vallais, or better’ kno an as Sittern 
in Switzerland. In poor gondition | 
they seem to be rather common. 


Very truly yours, 


Salem, Jdnuary 24,1924 
Dear Mr. Wood: 

I have sent you my last effort on China,- the 
table ware-and also sent a copy to Mr. Reilly addressing it 
to your museum not knowing the correct personal one. I 
trust you will get them all right. It is probably my last 
effort at a prolonged study of any subject and I shal]in 
the future anly get up quick writings. Do you reallize I 
am sevnelty-seven! ! And most shocking of ali I have been 
since about Thank sgiving week a greategrand-father!!! 
Stephen VYheatland (my daughter Mary's son) has a son himself 
and tie result is as sfated. It is abo-ut time for me 
to surrender. 

I am enclosing a rubbing of a "toughra" (?) in the 
bottom of a dish brought from Damascus by another of my 
grand-children, David Wheatland, who was there this last year, 
Can you without troutle tell me what it is about? A text, 
a name or an add. of tne maker? I read of meetings and 
see your name in tie Numismatist often. Altho I do not have 
the benefit of nearing any lectures, concerts or table talk 
on account of increasing deafness, I keep up in coins and 
flowers by reading books and periodicals. I can get on with 
one person all right but a gathering is hopeless. 

With kind regards I am 
very Truly Yours en 
7 duty u\ohu ud Tt 


/ / ) 


January 26th, 1924 


John Robinson, Esqe 
Summer Street 
Saiem, Masse 


eas Ure Robinson: 


I have read with much interest youraccount of blue 
china and, like you, have been wondering ubt not more 
has been written on the subject. I wish you had shown » 
by pictures «a little mere the various differences between 
Nanking and Canton styles. As I want to keep the copy 
you sent, I wonder if you wevld be se good as to send one 
te my mother, Mre. George He Wood, 1057 Beacon Street, 
Brookline, 47. 


§ 


Congratulations on becoming a great-grandfather! 


I reallycannot make out anything intelligible on the ~ 
Arabic cartouche which you sent me. I can read it but it 
makes no sense, but I will show it te somebody more fami- 
liar with Arabic than i ams It is like family monograms - 
are hard to read, but simple after they have been explained. 


Very sincerely yours, 


Curator 
He/E 


February 2ist, 192 


John Robinson, Esq. 
18 Summer Street 
Salem, Magse 
Dear Mre Robinson: 

The letier tron Mr. Humphreys interests re very 
much = especially concerning the die of the Washington 
cont, and I will write to Mr- Humphreys te see what can 
be done about ite 
Many thanks for bringing this to my attention. 


Very sincerely yeurs, 


Carater 


April 16th, 1924 


Mre John Robinson © 
: Salen, Masse { 


Dear Mre Robinson: 


I would like to refresh my memory with regard to 
something you told me years ago concerning Matthew 
Stickney's 1804 doliar. I know you said something 
about what he had told you shortly after he brought 
it back with recard to how he traded it at the Mint 
and how he never really considered it az having been 
made in 1804. If you would send me a line as te what 
you can recollect about the matter, I should be very 
grateful to you. 


Could you not write up some little account of 

- these Spanish dollars which we used in China? You 
had one or two sets which the sea captains had as sam- 
pies with numbers engraved on them. I think it would 
make a nice little account. 


Yery truly yours, 


Curator 


JOHN ROBINSON 


18 SUMMER STREET 
(PERMANENT ADDRESS) 


SALEM, MASS, 


April 20, 1924 
Dear Mr. Wood: 

It is so long ago that I do not recall the talk 
about the Stickney 1804 dollar. My remembreace is that Mr. 
Stickney exchanged it for some gold coin and that it was one 
of three or four the nint had struck from the 1804 fare die 
With the revers of some other. But I may have mixed it in 
my mind with other accounts of ZY¥¢ what Mr. Stickney said. 

ucuy raed 
Bo .Oroshy would have been more likely to have the story 
right for he was interested in the matter when he was calling 
on Ifr. Stickney about the Colonial coins. I wonder if he 
aver put in writing anything he gathered on the calls he 
wade? I will try and see Miss Stickney (I meet the sisters 
occasionally) and ask her if she has any traditions about it. 
If I get anything out of her I will write you at once. 
I am in haste 


sere tte Yours Yost 


I got a nice note from your mother thanking me for the china+ 
ware paper. I was very glad you gave me her address for I 
did not know what it was and ~wanted to send her a copy. 
Sev ei, Ale. ory Hy ei ite.> Cl a Ac yi 
1 Wt TAC Jpurt 74 _ eet goies: | ust oat 
Chiru = fe Lio Au Grrl | 
xX SOTA hawt FAL 


EO ie Pe 


Salem way 13, 1924 
My dear Mr. Wood 
IT have not seen either of the Misses Stickney 

about the 1804 dollar and I do not recall anything of my own 
in the way of reminiscences about it. I do not think that the | 
old man had very much to say about it. He usually had a little 
sort of umttered prayer or devotional utterances over his rarest 
coins when he showed them to us boys but I do not recall any 
historical account of the dollar. In the Stickney sale catalog, 
which of course you have looked over, is all that it seems to 
me it is possible to say about it; his letter and the long sto- 
ry which Chapman evolved. So J] am afraid I can not help you. 

About the dollars “exican,which the old China merchants had 
to ceal with Orientals I have had mg samples,™ musters" ,photo-r 
graphed and am sending you a print. One set is put up in the 


box (Chinese) shown and the other set was in wrappers of common 


eee 


paper marked with the order of value,- 4,B,@&, etc. 1 never 
cculd find the basis for the valuations. My father had these 
about 1634 to 1847 to use in China and here to select Spanish 
(Mexican) dollars for purchases for the firm for which he was 
agent and supercargo. I always understood that the "varolus" 
dollars were the best, but one set shows a Carolus IIII dol- 
lar marked "E", the same as a Ferd. VII, sp that @an not be a 
good point. In the box set the second dollar is marked "A2" 
The oldest dollars seem to be marked best. When the old Salem 
ships sailed off they took kegs of the dollars in the cabin and 
were & great temptation to pirates and met with disaster oc- 
casionally. ir. Henry M. Brooks, one time coin collector, and 


secretary of the ssex Institute years ago, told me that when 


2 

he was @ boy or young man in the old Salem Bank, he frequently 
got up early to open the bank so that the teams for Joseph 
Peabody could take the kegs of dollars off for a ship which 
was to sail early. They roiled them out of the vault and put 
them on the dray and tegmed them to the wharf without any spe- 
cial protection than the men from the office with the teamster. 
A good many thousands of dollars were shipped in this way at 
one time. The Chinese merchants were very keen at detecting 
spurious dollars and could pick them out as fast as they could 
run the dollars thru their hands. I have half a dozen counter- 
feit dollars which came irom lots which my father had in his 
buswness transactions for the mercant:le firm, bryant, Sturgiss 
& Co. 1] don't think of any place where a good account 
of these dealings in dollars in bulk is treated but there may 
be one in some of the old merchant stories published that I do 
not know about. 

We have had a week of the vilest weather imaginable and |] 
.uite long to see the sun and get into it. The season here is 
behing the usual time. I am 


Very Truly Yours 


f, 


Ub held ( 


7 1) 


} 


a 


Fogle lotlete 
6 0S 6 hatte. 


May 2ist, 1924 


John Rebinson, Esq. 
Salem, Masse 


Dear Mre Robinson: 


Many thanks for the photograph of the Spanish dollars. 
After looking at these, I think I am worse off than ever in 
trying to see whgithey gave diffcrent letters to the differ- 
ent pieces. ‘the ondiy explamaticn that I can see is possibly 
’ the mint marks on the back. This might be a clue; and, some- 


time at your leisure, could you not send me a liet with these 
mint marks? 


The weather, unfortunately, is still vile: I have been 
trying to have my house painted for three weekse ; 


Sincerely vours, 


Curator 


18 Summer St., Salem, 
March 26, 1925 
My dear Mr. Wood: 
I have received from the Numis. Soc. of india,- and I 
suppose you have tne same,- a notice about presenting Mr. Wright a 
medal and a request for a subscription. While I am not much interest 
ed in the matter if am willing to send a very modest sum. Also comes 
a very complicated preposition regarding the fees. As I understand it, 
single yearly subscriptions are to be 10 shillings for ouvsidezgs and if 
compounded for five years 30 rupees inside,and 2 guineas ffor outsiders. 
That seems to be about two dollars per year at the 2 guinea rate. 

What had I better do? Kindly suggest. I am getting old and five 
years may see my safely stowed away in mother earth. And what should 
I send for the medal? 

I enclose a clipping,- two in fact,- from the +ranscript on the 
death of H.E, Morey. That is our old friend is it not? And to him 
1 am indebted for the introduction to you which has proved so valuable 
to me and my numismatic interests since you came down to see me while 
we were at the old Essex “ouse in galem. 

I hope that you are well this winter and as for me 1 have pulled 
thru nicely for the weather Bas been mild and I am grateful. Many 
changes have taken place in my family. Five of the Grand-chi]jren are 
married,- three are not and there are two greate-grand-children and 
more expected!! One pair are in Oxford and a pair and their child in 
London, an unmarried one in Paris, a pair and child and an odd one in 
Bangor, “aine and a pair inNew York, the last, Anna Wheatland married 
Samua] , 4a}son of Judge Samuel Yrdway and isliving somewhere off “adison 
Ave, I think BE. 7lst St. lr. and Mrs. Wheatland are in Boston and 
a last married pair in Boston also. Can you beat that!! 


I ain Sincerely Yours FO Usa 
ay, i. 


Jf ~~ 


Marsh 28th, 1925 


John Robinsen, Esqe 
18 Summer Street 
Salem, Masse 


Dear Mre Rebingon: 


Thank you for your letter. I had not heard of 
liorey's death. I am not at all surprised as he has 
been home fer several years. 


For the past few years, I have been sending my 
dues to the Indian Setiety for two years at a time, 
as I could then send an Indian bank note. Money Or- 
ders have alwayz been a nuissnce to India. I very — 
muGh doubt if I will send them two guineas. I shall 
probably senc them @ One Pound Note every two years. 
As for the subscription for Mr. Wright, I had not con= 
templated sending anything as I have too many other 
expenses at present; and I do not know what would be 
the best way for you to send your contribution, if 
you should send one. 


I am glad to hear you are well, and I can say the 
same. I have been kept sufficiently busy ali the win- 
ter to si a me out of mischief. 

I have not been to Boston for a leng while, but 
hope to do so some time this summer. Just now my mother 
and father are in Europe. 

With kind remembrances and best wishes, 


Sincerely yours, 


Curator 


April &th, 1925 3) 


John Robinson, Esqe 
1& Summer Street 
Salen, Masse 


Dear Mr. Robinsons 


Would you be interested in buying a selection 
of Hcohammedan coins? I have a large collection 
here which was picked up in Pereia, and it is a 
really very interesting let. Yeu eculd pick out 
whatever you might happen to want, as each piece 
is priced. 

Best regards, 
Very truly yours, 


Curator 


